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Chamounix. Chamounix, the starting-point of all 
ascents of Mont Blanc, the tallest mountain of the Alps 
(•5,781 feet) has had an independent h story which be¬ 
gins in 1091 The village stands on both banks of the 
Arve at an altitude of 8-45 feet. It has some good 
monuments, especially that to the guide Jacques Balmat 
who made with Dr. Paccard in 1786 the first known ascent 
of Mont Blanc. 
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